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Distance from distribution box to edge of
board

Overview
IEC / BS 7671 Codes for Consumer Unit and Distribution BoardResidential: The
recommended height for distribution board and consumer unit is between 1 metre.

Key Takeaways
Maintain a minimum clearance of 600 mm from the edge of an open DB door or 1000
mm from a lift-off panel/door for safe access.

Clearance Requirements

Front Clearance: For safe operation and maintenance, there should be at least 600
mm (0. 6 m) of unobstructed space in front of a domestic distribution board when the
door is open, and 1 meter (1000 mm) for panels with lift-off doors or larger
commercial boards. This ensures that the panel can be fully accessed for testing,
repairs, or emergency shutdowns.

Side Clearance: Side-to-side working space should be at least the width of the
equipment itself, with a recommended minimum of 30 inches (≈760 mm) in
commercial installations. This allows safe movement around the board and prevents
obstruction during maintenance. Height Clearance: The vertical clearance in front of
the board should be at least 2.

© 2026 METRA FIBER MARKET - All rights reserved



Page 2/4

2 meters (≈7 ft 3 in) or the height of the equipment, whichever is greater, to allow
safe standing and operation. Emergency Access: For larger switchboards (e.g., over
800 A per phase or more than 3 meters long), multiple exit paths or a clear space of
3 meters in front is recommended to ensure safe evacuation in case of faults.
Domestic vs Commercial: Domestic setups can have slightly reduced clearances (0.

6 m front clearance), while commercial or high-capacity boards require larger
working spaces and may need additional side and front clearances to comply with
safety codes.

Practical Tips

Ensure the DB is not blocked by walls, cupboards, or other fixtures. Doors should
open fully without obstruction. Maintain clear access for emergency personnel and
routine maintenance.

Follow local electrical codes (AS/NZS 3000 in Australia, NEC in the US) for specific
requirements. By adhering to these clearance guidelines, you ensure safe operation,
maintenance, and emergency access for distribution boards in both domestic and
commercial settings.

Article Content

IEC / BS 7671 Codes for Consumer Unit and Distribution Board

Residential: The recommended height for distribution board and consumer unit is
between 1 metre to 1.8 metre from the floor. The suggested height is 1.3 metres for
elderly and handicapped people in the

NEC Requirements for Panelboards and Load Centers

Wireway Depth: The maximum permitted distance for the through (wireway) beyond
the front of panelboard is 6 inches, the trough''s depth is 12 inches and
switchboard''s depth is 24 inches.

Electrical Panel & Gear Clearance Guide | NEC 2023

In homes, clearance for panelboards in basements, garages, or utility rooms must
adhere to the 3-foot minimum front clearance. This applies even if the panel is
located in a closet or

Safe Clearances for Electrical Equipment: Working Space and

Front clearance: There should be a minimum of 3 feet of clearance at the front of all
electrical equipment, including panelboards, switches, breakers, starters,
transformers, etc. Note that

Electrical Panel Clearance Requirements
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The document outlines clearance recommendations and requirements for electrical
panels based on voltage levels. It provides tables with minimum clearance distances
for indoor and outdoor panels,

Safety Clearance Recommendations for Electrical Panel

One Entrance at each end of the equipment. Get access to premium HV/MV/LV
technical articles, electrical engineering guides, research studies and much more! It
helps you to shape up

What Is the Required Side Clearance for an Electrical Panel?

The depth of the working space is the distance extending outward from the face or
door of the electrical panel. This dimension directly relates to protecting personnel
from the immediate

NEC Working Clearance Requirements: A Visual Guide (110.26)

This table outlines the specific distances for Condition 1, 2, and 3 scenarios.
Additionally, the code specifies requirements for the Width of working space and
Electrical equipment headroom, ensuring

NEC Electrical Panel Clearance Guidelines

It includes tables outlining minimum clearance distances for various components of
indoor and outdoor electrical panels. Clearance requirements address working space,
conductor and busbar spacing,

Electrical Panel Mounting Requirements (Dictated by the NEC)

The National Electrical Code provision 110.26 clarifies that electrical boxes must be
supplied with at least 3 feet of free space surrounding them for safety measures.

Regulations / guidance regarding siting of distribution

Hello All Is there any regulations regarding the siting of distribution boards like level
area in front of board and dimensions of area in front of board etc?

Essential Guide: Electrical Panel Access Clearance Requirements

Understanding Electrical Panel Access Clearance Requirements Electrical panels, also
known as breaker boxes or distribution boards, are critical components in our
electrical systems. They

NEC Electrical Panel Clearance Guidelines

This document provides safety clearance recommendations for electrical panels. It
includes tables outlining minimum clearance distances for various components of
indoor and outdoor electrical
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Navigating the Safe Distance: How Far Away Should You Be From an ...

Understanding Electrical Panels Before diving into the specifics of distance, it''s
essential to understand what an electrical panel is. Also known as a breaker box, load
center, service panel, or

Politics News | Breaking Political News, Video & Analysis-ABC News

ABC News is your trusted source on political news stories and videos. Get the latest
coverage and analysis on everything from the Trump presidency, Senate, House and
Supreme Court.

Welcome to Channel Dive | Channel Dive

Welcome to Channel Dive. We''re Informa TechTarget''s new publication, focused on
delivering daily news and analysis for executives at North

Electrical Panel Clearance distance

Electrical panel clearance distances are given by the U.S. NEC specifying working
distance. Details are given here. This electrical wiring article series discusses
procedures for safe and effective visual

How to determine the size, installation method and

9) The wood brick and iron parts needed for the installation of the distribution board
need to be buried in advance, and the exposed distribution box should be fixed

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://metramarket.es
Technical inquiry: https://metramarket.es/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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