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Place a cabinet next to the electrical
distribution box

Overview
Learn where distribution boxes are typically located in homes and get step-by-step
instructions for finding your electrical panel.

Key Takeaways
Placing an electrical distribution box next to or inside a cabinet is generally not
recommended unless strict accessibility, clearance, and safety requirements are met.

Accessibility Requirements

The National Electrical Code (NEC) mandates that all junction boxes and electrical
panels must remain readily accessible for inspection, maintenance, and repair. A
cabinet permanently attached to a wall can obstruct access, which is prohibited
because connections inside the box may loosen over time, creating fire hazards if
they cannot be reached safely. If a box is placed inside a cabinet, the cabinet must
include a dedicated access panel or be specifically designed to allow easy inspection
and maintenance.

Clearance and Working SpaceNEC 110. 26 requires a minimum of 30 inches of clear
working space in front of electrical panels, with the panel door able to open to 90
degrees. This space ensures safe operation and prevents accidental contact with live
components.

Placing a panel directly behind or inside a standard cabinet often violates this
clearance requirement, especially in kitchens or storage areas.
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Heat Dissipation and Fire Safety

Electrical panels and junction boxes generate heat during operation. Enclosing them
in a cabinet without proper ventilation can lead to overheating, which increases the
risk of fire. Cabinets housing electrical components should be made of flame-
retardant materials and allow adequate airflow to prevent heat buildup.

Practical Considerations

While some installations in older homes place panels inside cabinets due to space
constraints, this is not ideal. If relocation is not possible, modifications such as
installing a vented access panel or using a cabinet specifically rated for electrical
equipment may be required to comply with NEC standards. Additionally, panels
should not be located near flammable materials, inside bathrooms, or over stairways.

Recommendation

It is safest to avoid placing electrical distribution boxes inside or immediately next to
standard cabinets. If unavoidable, ensure: Full accessibility via a removable or vented
panelCompliance with NEC clearance requirementsAdequate ventilation and fire-
resistant materialsConsultation with a licensed electrician to verify local code
compliance Following these guidelines ensures both safety and regulatory
compliance while minimizing the risk of electrical hazards.

Article Content

Where Is the Distribution Box Located and How to Find It

Learn where distribution boxes are typically located in homes and get step-by-step
instructions for finding your electrical panel. Includes safety tips and

How to Build a Cabinet Around an Electrical Panel

Master the balance of design and safety. Build a compliant cabinet around your
electrical panel by following mandatory clearance and accessibility codes.

Electrical Panel Locations

Electrical equipment must have a minimum 30” wide clear working space laterally in
front of the equipment. This does not have to be centered on the equipment, but the
electrical panel door

Can you place a junction box inside a cabinet?

One common question that arises is whether it is permissible to place a junction box
inside a cabinet. In this article, we will explore this topic in detail and provide insights
into the considerations and

© 2026 METRA FIBER MARKET - All rights reserved



Page 3/4

Safe Clearances for Electrical Equipment: Working Space and

Dedicated electrical rooms should never be used for storage, and a clear path of
travel should be maintained for emergency egress. Oftentimes, these rooms become
a catchall for everything from

National Electrical Code (NEC) Requirements for Panelboards

Location Restrictions: Electrical panels (main and subpanel) cannot be installed in
bathrooms or closets (240.24 – E and D), inside cabinets, above shelving, or or close
to sump pump holes. Proper lighting

The installation requirements for the distribution box

Learn how to install a distribution box safely and correctly. Covers wiring, placement,
standards, and expert tips for a compliant setup.

Hide The Eyesore Of An Electrical Panel In Your Home With This

According to TikTok, one of the simplest and most attractive ways to hide an ugly
electrical panel is to install a cabinet around it. These can either be DIY''d to fit your
exact box or they

How to connect and install electrical cabinets easily?

Hi everyone, in this video, let''s connect and install the distribution cabinet for the
apartment. #electrical #electrician

What are the components inside the high-voltage distribution cabinet?

Fixed high-voltage distribution cabinet is installed in a fixed place, usually using
vertical structure or flat structure. Compared with box-type high-voltage distribution
cabinet, fixed high

The installation requirements for the distribution box

A distribution box is the heart of any electrical system. It takes the incoming power
and safely distributes it to different circuits throughout your

Where is the best place to put a power distribution box?

Capacity Another key consideration when choosing the location for a power
distribution box is capacity. The box should be located in an area where it can
accommodate the necessary wiring and circuit

How to Install a Cable Distribution Box Safely and Correctly?

In modern electrical systems, cable distribution boxes (also known as electrical
distribution boxes or distribution boxes) play a crucial role as the key hub for
managing, distributing,
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How to Choose a House Distribution Box | CHINT global

A well-chosen distribution box ensures the safety and efficiency of your household
electrical system. This article guides you through selecting a distribution box.

Distribution Box Installation: A Complete Guide to Safe and Efficient ...

The distribution box, often referred to as a breaker box, fuse box, or electrical panel,
is a critical component of any electrical system. It acts as the central hub for
distributing electricity from the main

Is it legal to put a cabinet over an electrical panel

Electrical - AC & DC - Is it legal to put a cabinet over an electrical panel - Hey Gents,
See picture attached. Is it legal to have a cabinet installed over the electrical panel
that allows the

Power distribution cabinet installation method and

9. The electrical tools and instruments on the distribution box should be firm and tidy,
evenly spaced, the copper terminals are not loose, the opening

The purpose, working principle, and usage instructions

The distribution box is an electrical equipment with the characteristics of small size,
easy installation, special technical performance,

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://metramarket.es
Technical inquiry: https://metramarket.es/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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